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NEWS&HIGHLIGHTS

Award to Transform
Teacher Preparation
$4.04 million grant is
university’s largest ever

[Image: Chapman 37096 – woman reading to kids]

Winona State will receive the largest
single award in its history from the
Bush Foundation to transform teacher
preparation in three states. The award
was announced on December 3.
The university is set to receive $4.04
million over the next decade. The
Bush Foundation plans to invest more
than $40 million in Winona State
and thirteen partner institutions to
enhance educational achievement
in Minnesota and North and South
Dakota. Archibald Granville Bush, a
founder of the 3M Company, and his
wife Edyth Bassler Bush, established
the foundation to serve communities in
those states.
What will the grant mean for
Winona State? Together with partner
institutions and the Bush Foundation

WSU will work to produce at least
25,000 new teachers in the next 10
years and will guarantee the teachers’
effectiveness.
The university currently graduates 250
teachers annually and will endeavor
to attract a greater number of students
to high-demand and value-added
licensure areas.
WSU’s approach will include targeted
recruitment, effective training,
specialized placement, and ongoing
support. Efforts identified to date

are a residential learning program,
additional clinical experiences, a
revised curriculum, and data tracking
mechanisms. WSU-Rochester has
developed and currently practices a
similar model for teacher education on
its campus.
Noted Sally Standiford, dean of
the College of Education, “We are
developing a new model of university
and K-12 collaboration to prepare
teachers for the challenges being faced
in the twenty-first century classroom.”

WSU Launches Redesigned Website
It’s new in 2010. It’s new for Winona State. And we couldn’t have built it without your input.
On January 7, the university began a major transformation of its website (www.winona.edu) with the launch of a
redesigned homepage, Admissions site, and pages for a variety of services, departments, and users.

The new site offers a fresh new look, vibrant photography, enhanced navigation, and an improved platform for new
technologies and communications media. With its drop-down “curtain” and links directed at specific users, the
new website serves as a gateway to resources and services at Winona State.
University Marketing and Communications and Information Technology Services collaborated to develop the
new site. The 2010 Web Team sought input from all university constituents, including a group of alumni and
friends who gave valuable insight on how they used our former site and what they wanted to see in a new one.
All departments and sub-pages will be changed to the new look in a process that is expected to continue
throughout 2010.

We invite you to visit the homepage and click on the “Alumni &
Friends” and “Community” sites. And don’t forget to check out the
new Currents site (www.winona.edu/currents) with a new format and
improved tools to interact with the magazine.
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NEWS&HIGHLIGHTS

Ramaley Joins Presidents’ Trust

Ruggers Ranked

Winona State President Judith Ramaley has joined a new organization seeking
to build public understanding of the value of liberal education outcomes.
The Presidents’ Trust, formed by the Association of American Colleges and
Universities (AAC&U), is a leadership group within AAC&U’s national
initiative, Liberal Education and America’s Promise (LEAP): Excellence for
Everyone as a Nation Goes to College.
Ramaley will join a group of 82 college and university leaders from across the
country, all committed to the vision, values, and practices that connect liberal
education with the individual and societal needs of the twenty-first century.
For more information on the Presidents’ Trust visit: www.aacu.org/leap.

Decade’s Best
Publication names men’s basketball best of the 2000s

Mention successful Winona State
athletic teams and the response is
usually the championship basketball,
softball, or soccer teams. There’s
another on campus that is vying
for attention – and a national
championship.
The WSU women’s rugby team, a
club sport, finished its regular season
this fall with a 17-2 record, top-ten
national ranking, and a chance to
compete in the USA Rugby Union
national tournament in April. They
will be the first Winona rugby team
to play in a national tournament in 20
years.

Trifecta! Winona State dominated NCAA Division II basketball during the
2000s, according to a “Best Of ” retrospective compiled by the publication
Division II Bulletin.
With two national titles and a runner-up finish during the decade, the Warriors
laid claim to the best Division II men’s basketball program. Head coach Mike
Leaf, with a 273-86 record and perfect player graduation rate over the ten-year
span, was coach of the decade. Finally, WSU standout John Smith won best
player of the decade. Smith was the center on two national title teams.
Winona State tied for another “Best Of,” but this mention will prove painful
for Warrior faithful. Division II Bulletin called the dramatic 2007 national title
game against Barton College, which the Warriors lost 77-75 on a last-second
layup, as its best championship game of the decade.

The Warriors will play in Orlando.
Their final seed will be based on the
finish of southern teams, which play
in the in the spring.
As a club sport, women’s rugby
receives no funding from the athletic
department, although the WSU
Student Senate provides some
support. According to Roger Riley,
coach of the team, many of the players
will pay for the trip to nationals out of
their own pockets.

winona.edu
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Academic Notables
Michael Delong, biology professor
and director of the Large River Studies
Center, received funding from the
National Science Foundation for the
project “Landscape legacies in rivers:
retrospective analyses of changes
in ecosystem function across two
centuries.” The project will examine
changes in the food web across habitats
of the Upper Mississippi River.
Tammy Swenson Lepper, associate
professor of communication studies,
received a Top Three Paper award from
the Communication Ethics Division
of the National Communication
Association for “Measuring Sensitivity
to Conflicts of Interest: A Preliminary
Test of Method.”
Robin O’Callaghan, assistant
professor of mass communication, and
James Reynolds, professor emeritus

of sociology, published the second part
of their article on the WSU Living
History Project in the Journal of Media
Education. The WSU Living History
Project provides an archive video of
retired WSU personnel.
Robin Richardson, biology professor,
has published Handbook for the Curious
(Kendall Hunt Publishers), a book that
discusses biologically sustainable ways
of learning life sciences and includes
more than 40 student illustrations.
Find it in the WSU Bookstore.
Peggy Sannerud, associate professor
of theatre and dance, was awarded
a Certificate of Merit by Region 5
of the Kennedy Center American
College Theatre Festival. She received
the award for lighting design for the
production of “Love Song,” directed by
Siobhan Bremer.

Brandenburg Photos Grace Somsen
Stunning images taken by internationally-known photographer Jim
Brandenburg now line the second floor of Somsen Hall. The 25
photographs of the Minnesota landscape and its wildlife were a gift from
Erv Bublitz, professor of sociology at Winona State.
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Alternative fuels are the focus of a
$5,000 grant from the Minnesota
Department of Commerce. Its
Office of Energy Security awarded
Winona State and the Winona Soil
and Conservation District the grant
to work with a Wisconsin company,
to develop a model for pelletizing
perennial grasses for use as a renewable
fuel source.
Students from Diné College, a Navajo
Nation Institution in Tsaile, Arizona,
collaborated with Winona State
students to capture and document the
oral histories of Navajo Nation elders.
The project was the first of its kind
between a Minnesota State Colleges
and Universities institution and a
Tribal College.
The Winona Newspaper Project
is now updated through 1960. The
database archives Winona newspapers,
including the Argus and the Daily
Republican, back to 1855. According
to Drake Hokanson, professor of mass
communication, newspapers can be
read by the page, issue, or through
a keyword search. The archive will
eventually include more than 150,000
pages.
A series of videos addressing the
services of the e-Warrior: Digital Life
and Learning program ranked “Best
in Class” of the 2009 Special Interest
Group on University and College
Computing Services (SIGUCCS).
WSU is the first non-research
university to be recognized for this
honor. The award-winning videos can
be viewed at: www.youtube.com/user/
WinonaStateITS.
Read the latest Winona State news at:
www.winona.edu/communications/
news.asp

ATHLETIC NEWS

Rory O’Driscoll/Winona Daily News

Bringing
It Home
By Sarah Certa ’10

Growing up on the Menominee Indian Reservation

was not easy. Bad decisions led many kids down the
wrong path, but Alan Tomow decided at a young age that
he would be better.
After discipline problems in his early elementary years,
“Something just clicked, and I wanted to be good,”
Tomow said. He decided then that he would be a leader.
Tomow has kept his promise. He served as his high
school’s class president for four consecutive years. Then he
left his reservation just outside Shawano, Wisconsin and
came to Winona State University, where he played wide
receiver on the Warriors’ football team for four seasons.
Although his field time was modest, Tomow’s positive
attitude and leadership qualities did not go unnoticed.
In his last season, he was recognized as the Menominee
Tribe’s Man of Influence for 2009. It’s an award that
Tomow said he is humbled by and takes pride in.
Tomow plans to graduate this May with a bachelor’s in
exercise science. After he walks across the stage, Tomow

will continue his 15-week internship with Elite Fitness
Solutions, a personal fitness-coaching firm in Littleton,
Colorado. Health and fitness have always been important
to Tomow, and he said he hopes to discover how to help
everyday people set and reach their personal fitness goals.
He also expects to broaden his knowledge of working
with young athletes and will use this internship to “learn
as much as I can.”
In his future, Tomow sees possibilities for graduate
school and a career as an athletic director. First, he
wants to bring his learning experiences back home to the
Menominee Indian Reservation. The increasing obesity
rates among Native Americans concern Tomow, and he
wants to “take that challenge to slow this epidemic.”
By working closely with families and schools, Tomow says
he will teach others how to lead healthier lives, regardless
of their financial situations. “First I want to take care of
the people where I grew up,” Tomow said, “And then I
want to help everybody.”
winona.edu
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Faculty members establish scholarship
By Sarah Certa ’10

H

Angela Kronebusch

arold and Lynne Ornes
have devoted their lives
to teaching. Lynne has been a
nurse for 30 years, and the need
she recognized for teachers in
healthcare fields encouraged her to
become a health educator. Coming
from several generations of
teachers, Harold began his career
teaching middle school science and
moved on to life science courses at
the university level.

SCHOLARSHIP NEWS

Shared Commitment

Attracted to Winona State’s
successful health and science
education programs, the Orneses
joined the university community
in June 2008 – Harold as dean
of the College of Science and
Engineering, and Lynne as
assistant professor in the College of
Nursing and Health Sciences.
Their passion for health and
education, along with their
commitment to Winona State,
led them to establish the Harold
and Lynne Ornes Scholarship.
Their scholarship will be awarded
each year to a WSU student from
a diverse background to study
in either the biology teaching or
nursing program.
The Orneses hope to increase
diversity among health and
education professionals. Because
students and patients come
from different experiences and
backgrounds, educators and health
care professionals need to reflect
and understand shared experiences
and backgrounds, said Harold.
Lynne said she has witnessed
how cultural differences can

“We want to reduce the stress of funding an education so students can put
more effort into their studies.”
often hinder access to healthcare.
Together, they feel their
scholarship will help bring a
“broader set of cultural and
personal experiences” to either the
health or education field.
The Orneses understand the
dedication – and financial
commitment – it takes to earn a
college degree, and they want to
help make the journey easier for
students. “We want to help reduce
the stress of funding an education
so students can put more effort into
their studies,” said Lynne.
Harold added, “Many students
have a job or a spouse and family.
It’s a full-time job being a full-time

student. Our desire is to alleviate
some of those stressors and better
enable someone to pursue an
education.”

Harold and Lynne Ornes
established a scholarship in their
belief that encouraging diverse
students to earn a Winona State
degree will make a difference in
biology and nursing education.
Imagine your own future, and
make your hopes and dreams
come true by supporting student
scholarships. Contact the WSU
Foundation at wsufoundation@
winona.edu, or call 507.457.5020.
winona.edu
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Minnesota Reading Corps

Teach Me To Read!

Alumni join Minnesota Reading Corps to help young readers
By Margaret Cox

O

n a crisp autumn day, a second grade boy fidgets in his chair,
awaiting the arrival of someone
new. As he waits, he’s thinking about
books. He likes them, but reading is
becoming a chore instead of a source of
enjoyment. As hard as he tries, reading
just doesn’t come easily.

How did a boy who struggled so much
with reading turn around so quickly? For
Minnesota Reading Corps members, his
story is not unusual … and they couldn’t
be prouder.

Fortunately, the visitor is someone like
Amanda Sikkink ’09, a member of the
Minnesota Reading Corps. After the first
session and the series that follows, the
boy’s reading skills—and confidence—
grow tremendously. Today, this same
boy is reading at grade level, just like his
classmates.

The mission of the Minnesota Reading
Corps is to help children become
successful readers by the end of third
grade. This year, six Winona State
University alumni have joined its ranks
in an effort to build literacy skills in the
state’s youth population.
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WSU alumni answer the call

Sikkink ‘09, credits her professors at
WSU with the inspiration to join the
Corps. “They helped me understand
how a solid early education foundation
would benefit me throughout my life. I
wanted young students to have that same
foundation,” she said.
Fellow alumna Sonya Kraft ‘92 adds,
“The professors gave me a deeper
understanding of the importance and
mechanics of reading, which I have
always loved.” Each week, Sikkink and
Kraft now share their affinity for reading
with more than 20 children by serving as
tutors through the Minnesota Reading
Corps.

choice but to improve and succeed.”

The Minnesota Reading Corps was born
of necessity. In the early 2000s, a group
of parents, educators, and legislators
shared an alarming concern: all across
Minnesota, children were falling behind
on literacy tests.

Services were expanded in 2005 to reach
kindergarten through third-graders.
School-age children are tested on reading
fluency at three different times during the
school year. Those who score just below
targeted levels are paired with a tutor
from the Minnesota Reading Corps.

To address this issue, the Minnesota
Literacy Council, Head Start, and the St.
Croix River Education District teamed
up with educational experts. They had
already identified specific interventions
that were proven to help young children
become successful readers. These were
carefully scripted into 15 to 20 minute
strategies that could be used in a oneon-one setting to help beginning readers
develop their skills.
The next challenge was implementation.
AmeriCorps, which employs individuals
dedicated to providing community
service, readily agreed to provide the
“people power” needed to launch the
program. In 2003 the Minnesota Reading
Corps was established. The same year, a
national study reported that fewer than
30 percent of fourth graders read at a
proficient level.

Core skills
The organization first sent tutors into
Head Start programs to collaborate
with teachers of young children. They
provided support by introducing activities
such as rhyming, letter names, picture
names, alliteration, and letter sounds to
strengthen the children’s literacy and
better prepare them for kindergarten.
Joi Bishop ‘07, a second-year Corps
member, has seen dramatic improvement
in children’s reading skills as a result
of implementing these strategies. “By
providing an environment so rich with
literacy and learning, children have no

Lisa Klossner

Research into effective strategies

“We focus on the students who are
struggling to read at the target level for
their age group, but who aren’t considered
eligible for special education programs,”
explains Sheila Piippo, statewide program
director. “These are kids who might
otherwise fall through the cracks of the
educational system.”
Several times a week, students in
the school-age program meet with
tutors such as Sikkink and Kraft. If
a particular strategy is not effective,
the tutors introduce others until the
student is reading successfully. Once
weekly assessment scores are above the
established target, the student exits the
program, although some may return for
additional help.

Rewarding for all
When asked what she likes best about
being a member of the Corps, Bishop’s
answer comes swiftly: “Growth!” Her
leadership skills have developed as she
assists new tutors, but she adds, “More
than my own growth, the progress of my
students is even more fun and rewarding
to see.”
Master literacy coaches located
throughout the state carefully monitor
and document student progress data.
“I was prompted to join because of
the scores that came from a class that
a previous Minnesota Reading Corps
member had taught,” says Bishop. “The
scores and the success of the children
spoke for themselves.”

Amanda Sikkink ’09 is one of six
Winona State alums working with the
Minnesota Reading Corps.

Equally important is the extraordinary
impact that members and volunteers
have made on the youth of Minnesota.
“Members and volunteers play an active
and important role in changing the lives
of children, families, and communities
in a positive way,” says Lisa Klossner,
regional program coordinator for
Southeast Minnesota.
Kraft, in her first year as a tutor, agrees
that the experience is rewarding. “I like
seeing children become more competent,
confident readers. And the smiles that
come with that confidence.”
The Minnesota Reading Corps is
recruiting 650 volunteers for the 2010-11
school year. Learn more by visiting
www.minnesotareadingcorps.org.
winona.edu
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My Favorite Professor: Gretchen Cohenour

Gretchen Cohenour, professor in the Department of Theatre and
Dance, is a favorite among dancers and non-dancers alike at
Winona State. Cohenour, who says she is continually learning
and growing, has been teaching, choreographing, and inspiring at
Winona State since 1990.
It’s a winter morning and students stream
from the dance studio in Memorial Hall.
A few wear tights; most are in sweatpants
and T-shirts. It’s cold, but they warm up
to conversation about the class they just
left, “Performance One for Everyone.”
One gives tips on a difficult pose.
Another says she feels “hyper-aware.”
Simone Johnson, a sociology major,
describes an exercise where the class
expressed the persona of Halloween
masks through movement.
“She always has us do something fun and
different,” says sophomore Adam Gardner
of his instructor, Gretchen Cohenour.

12
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“Gretchen offers a variety of activities
to help us break out of our shells,” says
Johnson. “She creates a safe environment
where we can express ourselves through
dance.”
Cohenour, professor of theatre and dance
at Winona State University, would agree.
Her teaching approach is to create a safe,
trusting environment where students can
express themselves through dance.
While “Performance One” is very
different from the classes in his finance
major, Ryan Gardner says Cohenour
has broadened his horizons. “She’s very
reflective and she inspires you to be
conscious of your body and your mind.”

Angela Kronebusch
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“She gives you the room to explore and
discover things for and about yourself,”
says Allyson Lueneburg, a history and
political science major who has also
performed a modern dance piece with
Cohenour.
“In our performance piece, we spent time
learning about our own experiences and
combining those with her talents into
the choreography,” continues Lueneburg.
“The piece was something we could all
call our own.”
“It’s easy to see she loves what she does,”
says Ryan Gardner. “She genuinely cares
about dance and about her students, and
that shows in her teaching.”
Let us know about your own favorite
professor. Send your stories and recollections
of a faculty or staff member who made an
impact on your life. Email us at alumni@
winona.edu. Visit the Alumni and Friends
website at www.winona.edu and click on
“My Favorite Professor.” Or, go to the new
Currents website and nominate your favorite
professor: www.winona.edu/currents.

Panning Shot
WSU professors’ Gigapan project creates
interactive experience

Big Guy Photography

By Brian Voerding
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Try two questions from a recent
Winona State University geology
exam:
1. Why did Union forces suffer nearly as many casualties as
Confederates at the Battle of Gettysburg?
2. Name one reason why Pickett’s Charge on Cemetery
Ridge failed.
Easy answers for history majors, maybe. But for students
searching for answers in rock formations, their best
resources might be a page of small textbook photographs
and a diagram or two.

Until now. Pioneering use of new technology by two
Winona State geology professors has given students an
engaging way of studying the Battle of Gettysburg, as
well as locations around the world, without leaving the
classroom.
Last year, Candace Kairies-Beatty and Lee Beatty were
trying to develop virtual fieldwork experiences for their
students. While students do plenty of fieldwork at local
sites, it’s not easy financially or logistically to pack up a
classroom and drive it to a site halfway across the country.
“We wanted something more interactive than a virtual field
trip,” says Kairies-Beatty, “where students could go online
and look at a field site and also have hand samples to observe
and tie into the photographs.”
Their search led them to a conference in Pennsylvania on a
new photographic technology called Gigapan. Here’s how it
works: a camera mounted on a robotic tripod breaks a scene
into hundreds of segments, and takes a high-resolution
photo of each. Software stitches the photos into a single
image, which is posted on the Gigapan website. Users can
view the entire image or zoom in to see the tiniest details in
clear resolution.
Attendees, which included everyone from archeologists to
National Geographic photographers, were given Gigapan
setups in exchange for agreeing to use the technology.
The Beattys, who had been investigating the little-studied
intersections of military tactics and geology, wasted no time.
After the conference, they drove straight to Gettysburg.

Candace Kairies-Beatty and Lee Beatty at Garvin Overlook

14
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“Humans affect the landscape a lot, so we were thinking
instead about how the landscape affects us,” Lee Beatty says.
“Everybody has some idea of what the Battle of Gettysburg
was, but a lot of people don’t realize that what happened
there was really influenced by geology.”

Gigapan image of the Gettysburg battlefield. High-resolution
images can stretch hundreds of feet.

The Beattys collected samples and captured Gigapan images
of several sites, which Kairies-Beatty first used in a class last
fall. With the images, students took the virtual field trip the
Beattys had intended. They zoomed in to study every detail
of rock formations and topography, which allowed them
to create complex maps of the entire battlefield and answer
questions about military tactics.

geologists across the country to build an image database,
where WSU students and those elsewhere can study remote
locations, including Winona’s unique geology.
They are also using the new technology to educate and
build community on a local level. Last summer, perched on
Garvin Heights Overlook, they shot a Gigapan image of
Winona. The image is so detailed (at full resolution, it would
measure 18-feet high by 55-feet long) that a viewer can
zoom in far enough to see a fisherman on Lake Winona, or
cars crossing the interstate bridge.

Why were casualties on both the Union and Confederate
sides were so high? Neither was able to entrench; hard rock
left troops above ground and exposed. Why did Pickett’s
Charge, a turning point in the battle, fail? The field
The idea, they say, is for the community to turn the image
Confederate soldiers marched across, which looks flat in
into an interactive Winona “Wikipedia.” Viewers can
static photographs, is actually a series of small
upload their own photographs and
rolling hills, which exhausted soldiers wearing
annotate any part of the image to
wool uniforms and carrying full gear on a
A camera mounted on a
include information on building
sweltering July day.
robotic tripod breaks a scene histories and uses, links to other
After the lab, Kairies-Beatty asked students
into hundreds of segments, websites, and anything else they
to rate the exercise. The results were
can think of.
and takes a high-resolution
overwhelmingly positive, and the Beattys
That way, Lee Beatty says, both
photo of each.
now plan to develop several future Gigapan
Winona residents and people
laboratories. They were also recognized at a
across the world can explore
much higher level. Last October, they presented their work
Winona
in
new
ways.
That’s
essential to the Beattys, because
at the prestigious Geological Society of America’s annual
for
them
education
only
begins
in the classroom.
meeting.
To their knowledge, there are less than a dozen geologists
using the technology. The Beattys plan to connect with

To learn more about the Gigapan project and to see the Winona
and Gettysburg images, visit www.gigapan.org.

winona.edu
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Road to (Integrated)

The

Wellness
F

ive years ago, a comprehensive approach to
health and wellness at Winona State University
was a dream.

Essential resources, such as counseling services,
were scattered across campus. Inadequate space
discouraged students from enjoying a pickup
basketball game. Facilities to spark new opportunities
for research or collaboration and outreach didn’t
exist.
That environment changed when advocates for a
modern, integrated approach to health and wellbeing converged with a university ready to confront a
growing challenge on campus and in the community.
The result: the Integrated Wellness Complex.

November 2006
With lead gifts in-hand, the
Integrated Wellness Complex is
identified as WSU’s top funding
priority.

“To continue to grow
as a well-rounded
university, Winona State
needs a place where
everyone can have a safe
place for fitness and
health.”

$3.5 million

Private Gifts

$8.4 million

Public Funding

$7.1 million

Student Fees

George “Jeb” Griffith ’65

October 2008
Groundbreaking for the Integrated
Wellness Complex.

Identified as an institutional priority in 2006, the
90,000-square-foot, $19 million Integrated Wellness
Complex will be ready for a new freshman class –
and the rest of the Winona community – this August.
Inside, they’ll find new opportunities to go for a jog,
work on a research project, lift weights, pick up a
prescription, or walk through the Sports Hall of Fame.
The road has been long, but the dream of integrated
wellness at WSU is nearly a reality.
Thanks to benefactors large and small, including
the Merchants Match, which doubles every gift up
to $1,000, more than 90 percent of the $3.5 million
goal for the Integrated Wellness Complex has been
achieved. Visit www.winona.edu/lighttheway or
contact the WSU Foundation at 507.457.5020 to make
your gift.
16
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December 2009

January 2010

The IWC is buttoned up for winter
and work moves inside.

An interactive Sports Hall of Fame
is designed; artwork for public
spaces commissioned.

“The IWC will
coordinate services
and interactions that
encourage healthful
living and collaborative
learning among students,
faculty, staff, and the
community.”
Diane Palm, Director, WSU
Health Services

April 2007

June 2007

November 2007

February 2008

Active fundraising begins using
a unique combination of public,
student, and private support.

Merchants Bank announces a
$500,000 lead gift, including the
Merchants Match, a challenge
match of individual gifts up to
$1,000.

Design of the 90,000-square-foot,
$19 million Integrated Wellness
Complex completed.

WSU Student Senate approves
$7.1 million for construction.
Two months later, the Minnesota
Legislature includes $8.4 for the
IWC in its bonding bill.

“Winona State is an
important partner in
our region, providing
education to our young
people and a significant
economic impact.”

90%

Rod Nelson, President,
Merchants Bank-Winona

“This is a unique
educational opportunity
for Winona State to
continue as a model for
higher education.”
Carl Soderberg, President,
WSU Student Senate

January 2009

March 2009

September 2009

November 2009

Winona State announces
it will aim for LEED Silver
Certification verifying that design,
construction, and operation is
environmentally sustainable, or
“green.”

Construction of the IWC structure
begins.

Approximately $3.2 million in
private funding is secured, or 90%
of the $3.5 million goal.

Construction continues ahead of
schedule, with the steel structure
taking shape.

“This is the first
building at the
university and in Winona
that will be green.
That’s important for
our lives and for our
students’ lives.”
Mary Jo Strauss ’77,
Alumni Board
July 2010

IWC takes shape, including
installation of fixtures, furniture,
and equipment.

Substantial completion of the
Integrated Wellness Complex;
move-in scheduled about a month
later.

Photos: Libby DeNet

April 2010

“The Integrated
Wellness Complex will
create an environment
of health and well-being
for our students, our
faculty and staff, and
our community.”
Judith Ramaley, President,
WSU

winona.edu
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Amanda Brinkman pushes advertising envelope
By Brian Voerding

If you want to follow the footsteps of Amanda

Brinkman ’00, an advertising wunderkind who, in her first
decade after graduation from Winona State, became the
state’s most sought-after brand and internal agency creator,
here are her first two words of advice for you:
Bungee jumping.
“People should always do things that scare them,” she says.
“There’s nothing better.”
Not that the 32-year-old Brinkman has often faced doubt
in her career path. She’s self-assured but not overconfident,
busy but not rushed, energetic but not overbearing, always
focused.
Even in childhood she knew she wanted to go into
advertising. By the time she entered Winona State, her
work experience included covering youth news for the Star
Tribune, which she got by cold-calling the newspaper. At
WSU she worked at KQAL radio to round out her media
experience, and the summer after her sophomore year she
landed her first advertising job: an internship at a London
firm.
In London she had one typical intern task, growing grass in
Altoids Mints tins (what better way to illustrate the tagline
“Curiously Strong?”). While she jokes, “That’s when I knew
I had arrived at the most glamorous career I could have
chosen.” She also assisted with major accounts like CocaCola and Reebok.
Two years after graduation Brinkman arrived at Fallon, the
prestigious Minneapolis advertising agency. Her first job
was leading the team that created commercials for BMW,
one of the best-recognized automobile brands in the world.
She spent five years there, her last as the youngest account
director in the company’s history. Those accolades, she says,
aren’t what define the essence of her success.
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That came from another intern-esque task. When she
started at Fallon, she, like all new employees, had to follow
and report on the work of competing companies, tedious
for any creative type eager for hands-on brand work. But
instead of dismissing it, she designed an analysis program
from scratch that re-defined the process.
So, another piece of advice:
“Sometimes opportunities come your way that you
didn’t expect and you have to be open to understanding
how they’re going to play. In every position I’ve been
present. I’ve been engaged. I make myself memorable and
remarkable, and do beyond what’s being asked of me.”
Which led Brinkman, at 29, an age when most graduates
are defining their careers, to being hired as the vice
president of creative services at United Health Group, a
health insurance company that serves more than 70 million
people worldwide. There, she launched the Carrot Agency,
which directly engaged diverse sets of consumers with
customized incentives to promote healthy living.
Today, with just those first ten post-graduate years behind
her, Brinkman is a vice president at Allianz, responsible for
creating another internal agency as well as the brand of one
of the largest insurance companies in the world.
Her passion for and immersion in the world of branding
is just as intense as when she was a child. Example: when
she wears a style of clothes she doesn’t normally wear, she
describes it as “off-brand.”
“Friends in advertising say, ‘You use industry-speak like
it’s normal words.’ I’ll say, ‘But it’s true, this isn’t what my
brand’s about.’ People are brands. Things and companies
are brands. And I just love the art of that, creating an
experience that makes people’s lives better.”

eme
“I make myself memorable
and remarkable, and do
beyond what’s being
asked of me.”
Brinkman is a builder, meaning she likely
won’t be at Allianz forever. She might return
to the advertising industry, maybe even
create an agency of her own. For now,
she’s content with the new challenges.
And when she’s not working (she
does, believe it or not, find time
for a social life), she indulges
in one of her favorite hobbies,
extreme sports.
Brinkman has gone skydiving
and BASE-jumping (leaping
off cliffs with a small
parachute), and once bungeejumped in New Zealand from the
second-highest jump in the world. She has a
photo of that jump on her desk at work, and
when she’s feeling overwhelmed, she looks at
it and thinks, “If I can do that, well ...”
Two last words of advice, particularly if
bungee jumping isn’t appealing: Be nice.

Tiger Oak Publications

“Not only should you be nice because it’s
the right thing to do as a person, and it
should just be how we are, but it will
help you. You never know when you’re
going to encounter someone later on in
your career.”

winona.edu
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Calling All Ambassadors …
Admissions tour guides reunion

Who first introduced you to
the Smaug? For most, it was an
Ambassador tour guide. Ambassadors
are student volunteers, and other than
thanks from visitors, their rewards
are few: a purple logo shirt and a
celebration banquet at the end of
the year. They are unsung heroes of
campus life.
It’s time to honor current and past tour
guides with a first-ever Ambassadors
Homecoming Reunion on October
15-16, 2010. Current and former
Ambassadors are invited to gather
on campus, share tour memories,
and explore new campus locations.
Reunion attendees will also remember
Henrietta Gerth, who assisted
Ambassadors during her many years in
the Admissions Office.

include a float-building breakfast and
appearance in the WSU Homecoming
parade, showing off those backwardswalking skills.

Plans are underway for a Friday
night social event. Saturday will

If you are interested in being a part of
the 2010 reunion, contact Jon Kyte in

Can you still walk backwards? Find out at the Ambassadors Tour Guide Reunion
during Homecoming, October 15-16.
the Admissions Office at: jkyte@
winona.edu or 507.457.5509.
Take time to visit the Ambassadors
web page with photos, information,
and club activities at http://student
clubs.winona.edu/ambassador.

You Responded – We’re Listening

Readers’ feedback will build a better Currents magazine
The results are in … and we’ve heard what you’re saying
about Currents, the Winona State University magazine.
This fall we asked a broad cross-section of Currents
recipients how they read the magazine, what they
like, what they don’t like, and ways we can make the
magazine more valuable.
Nearly 1,000 of you
responded to our written
and online surveys or
participated in a focus
group or interview. We
greatly appreciate the
feedback.
The majority of those
we surveyed enjoyed
reading Currents. Most
importantly, many
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said that the magazine helps them stay connected with
Winona State. Sections such as “Class Notes,” “News
& Highlights,” and “My Favorite Professor” received
high readership marks along with feature stories about
interesting and successful alumni and our creative
faculty members.
We also learned that there are areas where we can
improve: cleaner, more organized story layouts; concise
feature stories; and quality photography. You can see
many of these recommendations in this issue. In future
issues, we plan to continue incorporating your ideas as
we publish a Currents that makes all of us proud.
We also want to give all our readers greater
opportunities to provide feedback on the magazine.
Make sure you visit the updated Currents website,
with new ways to read and interact online with the
magazine: www.winona.edu/currents.

What’s a wonderful way to give back to the
sport you love? Create a scholarship. What’s a
great way to fund it? Invite hundreds of your
fellow alumni and friends to a party.
Eric Enge ’89 did both. First, he created
the Suzanne M. Enge WSU Ultimate Club
Scholarship to help WSU students enjoy his
favorite sport, Ultimate Frisbee, and honor his
mother who supported his passion for the sport.
Then, he organized an Ultimate reunion at
Surly Brewery in Minneapolis. More than 170
Winona State alumni and friends turned out
on December 5 and enjoyed food and drink, a
silent auction and raffle, a brewery tour, and a
lot of fun.
Those friends also put Eric $8,000 closer to his
goal of a $100,000 endowment for the Enge
Scholarship. Two scholarships have already
been awarded to WSU students and Ultimate
Frisbee devotees.
Eric and his friends are already planning
next year’s fundraiser for November 13, 2010.
Support the Enge Scholarship now at www.
winona.edu. Select “Make a Gift” and type
“Enge Scholarship” in the designation box.

Alums Connect in Vegas

Join Fellow Alums at One of Our Events!
Alumni events are a great way to reconnect with old friends and
classmates – or meet new ones who share your purple pride! Alumni
Relations hosts a number of reunions and socials throughout the
year and around the country where Winona State alumni meet,
greet, and paint the town purple.

Join us at one of the following events. Learn more
at www.alumni.winona.edu.
May

13
20
June

July

16
17
August

September

Back row (L-R): Chuck Santelman ’65, Randy
Gronert ’72, Moni Gronert, Paul Quam ’63, Kathy
Ochs ’76, and Bill Ochs ’71.

Owatonna Area Alumni & Friends Social		
May 20
Alumni & Friends at the Twins Game		
June 11
(See the new Twins stadium!)

This group gambled that a Las Vegas alumni and
friends event would be a good way to reconnect
this winter.

Front row (L-R): Judy Santelman, Helen Pohchan
Heinz, Wenyuan Gu ’97 (with daughter Kayla),
and Neil Ferguson ’85.

11

Rochester Alumni & Friends Social May 13
Madison/Milwaukee Alumni & Friends Social		
May 13

Alumni Relations

Ultimate Impact

October

Wenonah Players Reunion			
July 16-17

Alumni Class of 2014
moves in! August 17

28

State Fair Picnic
August 28

4
5
17
18
14
15
16
17

Newman Center Reunion 			
September 4-5
(Read about the Newman Center Centennial on page 22)

All-Engineering Reunion September 17-18
Family Weekend September 18-19

Save the Date for the Year’s
Biggest Event …
Winona State Homecoming 2010 is October 14-17.
See the next issue of Currents for full details!

winona.edu
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The Newman Center:
Celebrating 100 Years
on Campus
By Thomas Parlin

of
leads the singing
1970: Linda Bowe
er.
the Newman Cent

Christmas carols

at

1915: The Catholic Students

Around 1910 students from Winona Normal School

formed the Catholic Student Club for mutual support. The
focus was three-fold: “intellectual, moral, and religious
encouragement.” At the beginning the Catholic Student
Club was a women’s club. Now, a hundred years later, the
Newman Center has made many changes, but the mission
remains the same in supporting Winona State University
students.
The center is the oldest club on campus but it has undergone
many changes. In the 1920s the ministry transitioned
from an all-women’s organization to welcoming men. In
1928 its name changed to the Newman Club to reflect the
trend on campuses throughout the U.S. In its first forty
years students and a Winona State faculty advisor ran the
club, and it held meetings and events on campus or at local
churches. In 1951 Father Joe McGinnis became the first
director.
In 1960 the Newman Center incorporated and moved into
its first building on the corner of Main and Sanborn Streets.
A few years later it had three professional staff members and
boomed along with Winona State. In 1971 the Newman
Center moved into its current building on the corner of
Howard and Huff. In 1994 the first lay director was hired.
22
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Club

In its hundred years the Newman Center has ministered to
thousands of students.
The Newman Center will celebrate its centennial during
the 2010-11 academic year. The primary celebration will be
held over the Labor Day weekend from Friday, September
3, through Sunday, September 5, 2010, ending with a
mass at the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in Winona.
The celebration will include an open house, meals, active
events at Holzinger Lodge, and time to gather with
friends to reminisce. Since the Newman Center ministry is
inseparable from Winona State, there will be opportunity
to explore the campus, and Alumni Relations will host a
brunch on Sunday morning.
The Newman Center will continue to celebrate its
centennial throughout the year. During Homecoming 2010,
it will host an open house immediately after the parade
along Huff Street. In April 2011, the center will sponsor a
service weekend.
We would love to reconnect with anyone who has been
involved in the Newman Center and our ministry. If you or
someone you know were involved, email us at newman1@
hbci.com or call at 507.452.2781. Come celebrate our
centennial next year!

1960s
Jim and Ruth ‘61 Erickson
recognize the importance of lifelong
learning. Jim was director of Winona
State’s Adult Continuing Education
and Extension Department for
22 years. Together, he and Ruth
founded the Learning Club at WSU
and Winona’s acclaimed Elderhostel
program, which promotes lifelong
learning. For their service, along
with dozens of other volunteer
efforts in the community, Jim and
Ruth received the 2009 Spirit of
Winona Award in November. Jim
volunteers with at least thirteen
community organizations, while
Ruth is involved in most of those
plus a few additional ones of her
own. Both continue to teach in the
Learning Club, which is now offered
through the Winona State Retiree
Center. Describing her service
in the Winona Daily News Ruth
commented, “I truly believe I get
more from it than I give back.”

1970s
Arthur Humphries ’71
(Albuquerque, N.M.) recently
moved from the Washington, D.C.
area to his new home to be closer
to his children in Phoenix. In
between selling his former house
and overhauling his adobe-style
home Albuquerque, Arthur found
time to ride his motorcycle to
visit his daughters and grandson.
Shortly after moving, he was
offered a position as manager of
technical services for a tribally
owned company, Chickasaw Nation
Industries, Inc.

John Rosell ’74 (Mound, Minn.)
retired in 2009 after teaching for
34 years, all but five of them in
the Lester Prairie Schools. John
graduated from Winona State
with a science major and teaching
and coaching license and recalls
working with Dr. Cal Fremling at
Lake Winona and Weaver Bottoms.
Before retiring, he taught seventh
through ninth science and high
school chemistry. A story on his
retirement in the local Herald
Journal noted his entertaining and
sometimes unconventional teaching
style that is fondly remembered
by his students. John also coached
football, basketball, and golf during
his long teaching career.

& Associates, provides treatment for
those suffering from brain injuries.
Her firm is a finalist for a Platinum
Award, awarded by Case In Point
for providing superior medical
management.
Rodney R. Peterson ’88 (Kasson,
Minn.) retired from the U.S. Army
Reserves in December. Col. Peterson
spent his first 24 years of service
in the Minnesota Army National
Guard where he held numerous
officer positions. He transferred
to the Reserves in 2003 and was
deployed to support Operation
Iraqi Freedom in 2005. A graduate
of Winona State with a business
degree and the William Mitchell

CLASS NOTES

Class Notes

Mary Amlaw ’75
(Bloomington, Minn.)
has written a book titled,
We Love Our Country.
Intended for readers of all
ages, the book provides a
simple explanation of our
system of government and
the rights and freedoms
we enjoy as Americans.
Her book is available
on her website, www.
weloveourcountryonline.
com, and also through
Amazon.

1980s
Lisa (Twinde) Alberte ’88
(Muskego, Wis.) will speak
in June on “Road Trip of
Strength: Case Management
of an Iraq Veteran with a
Traumatic Brain Injury” at a
conference in Orlando, Fla.
Her firm, Lisa K. Alberte

Michael ’03 and Kimberly (Worisek)
’04 Olson welcomed Madden Michael
on October 22. Michael is a third
grade teacher at Folwell Elementary
School in Rochester, Minnesota.

winona.edu
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Class Notes

College of Law with the JD, he also
holds the civilian position of realty
specialist with the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers in St. Paul.

1990s

Troy Gunderson ’92, ’02 (West
Salem, Wis.) has been named
superintendent of the West Salem,
Wisconsin schools. He is currently
the superintendent of the GaleEttrick-Trempealeau district and will
begin his new position on July 1. A
former principal at West Salem High
School, Troy received his bachelor’s
from the University of Minnesota
and his master’s and superintendent
certification at WSU.
Kathy Redig ’92 (Winona)
was ordained on May 4, 2008
by the group Roman Catholic

Womenpriests. She pastors a
Winona parish, All Are One Roman
Catholic Church.
Adam Smith ’92 (San Mateo, Calif.)
recently welcomed six-month-old
son Ethan.
Echo Huang ’95 (St. Paul,
Minn.) has been named to the
Minnesota Law & Politics List of
Most Trusted Financial Advisors.
The list was compiled using surveys
of 7,000 Minnesota lawyers, asking
them with whom they trusted their
investments and would recommend
to family and friends. Echo works
for the Advocate Group, Inc. in
Minnetonka.
Donna Kamann ’95 (Winona)
married Eric Christensen on August
15.

Chris Kent ‘96 (Rosemount, Minn.)
has been promoted to partner
at Evantage Consulting. Chris
graduated magna cum laude from
WSU with degrees in political
science and public administration.
He earned the MHA degree at the
Carlson School of Business at the
University of Minnesota. He joined
Evantage in 2000 as a business
analyst for the firm’s healthcare
practice.
Charlotte Suchla ’99 (Winona)
married Scott Roraff on January 30.

2000s

Brian Breen ’01 (Peosta, Iowa) and
his wife, Lisa, welcomed Trevor Paul
on June 18.

He’s a Hit

Mo Weber featured in baseball book
Longtime coach Maynard “Mo” Weber ’50 is a central figure in a new
book, Safe at Home: A Season in the Valley, which follows the New Market
Rebels, a summer collegiate league baseball team in the Shenandoah
Valley of Virginia.
In his depiction of small town baseball, writer Austin Gisriel dubs
Weber as the “Legend of the Valley” for his half-century of
coaching, encyclopedic knowledge of hitting, and trove of stories
about America’s pastime. Weber even gives Gisriel a lesson in
hitting fundamentals, which is detailed in the book.
Weber, the Rebels’ batting instructor, got his start
in coaching as a student at Winona State. He has
worked with teams at nearly every level during
his long career.
Read a story about Weber and his famous father,
the painter Max Weber, in the Spring 2008
edition of Currents.
Safe at Home can be purchased for
$15 at the New Market Rebels
www.rebelsbaseball.biz.
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website:

Coreena Bender on May 30.

Joseph Semling ’01 (Fountain City,
Wis.) married Hiromi Kitagami on
September 19.

Stephanie (Castellano) Johnson ’04
(Milltown, Wis.) and her husband,
Nick, welcomed Aiden on March 6.
Stephanie earned her degree in the
Paralegal Program.

Edward Becker ’02 and Tracy
Kirchstein ‘09 (Winona) were
married on June 6.

Susan Kendrick ’04 (Winona)
married Aaron Pierce on October
11.

Crystal (Pearson) Lanning ’02
(River Falls, Wis.) and husband
Shane welcomed future Warrior
Marshall Gordon on September 15.
He joins sister Addison Lea. Crystal
is assistant athletic director, senior
woman administrator, and assistant
athletic trainer at the University of
Wisconsin-River Falls.

Amy Kreidermacher ’04 and Andy
Loos ’05 (Winona) were married on
October 10.

Joseph Maxey ’02 and Sarah
Handke ’04 (Owatonna, Minn.)
married on October 17.
Joanne (LaShomb) Thompson
’02 (Winona) and husband Jamie
welcomed the birth of Kali on July
23.

Jerrad Radocay ’04 (Madison,
Wis.) has been promoted to assistant

general manager for corporate sales
and public relations for the Madison
Mallards baseball team. Jerrad
began as an intern with the Mallards
and has worked in media relations,
corporate sales, and on the team
website.
Jaylin Anderson ’05 (Mason City,
Iowa) and husband Scott welcomed
baby Kale on November 25. Jaylin
graduated from WSU with a
paralegal degree.

Class Notes

Nathanial Sagan ’01 and Julie
Sobolewski ’08 (Winona) were
married on September 26.

Brady Moore ’05 and Nicole Dahly
’08 (Lewiston, Minn.) were wed on
September 26.
The U.S. Tennis Association
recognized Marc Stingley
’02 as its 2009 Northern
Junior Team Tennis
Organizer of the Year. A
former Warrior tennis
player, Marc is director of
programming at the Fort
Snelling Tennis and Learning
Center and Fred Wells
Education Center in the Twin
Cities.

Chris Yarolimek ’02 (La Crosse,
Wis.) married Mallory Curtis on
October 24.
Joey ’03 and Erin (Brinkman) ’03
Arneson (Holmen, Wis.) welcomed
Carter Joseph on May 27. Joey is
in his fourth year of teaching third
grade for the Melrose-Mindoro
School District. Erin is an account
executive for the River Valley
Newspaper Group.
Siobhan Boyle ’03 (St. Paul, Minn.)
married Thomas Luedtke on July 5.

Alums Jessica Callahan ’02 (Hopkins, Minn.) and Andrea Shealy ’92
(Savage, Minn.) got together while serving in Iraq during the holidays.

Jeff Spors ’03 (Winona) married
winona.edu
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Class Notes

statements, payroll processing,
employment tax compliance, and
individual and corporate tax returns.
Peter Dodds ’07 (Wisconsin Dells,
Wis.) married Rachel Stoos on July
25.
Katie Tentis ’07 (Phoenix, Ariz.)
married Brandon Luhmann on May
23. Katie works at Mayo Clinic in
Scottsdale.
Amanda Carol Dahlen ’08 and
Patrick William Finneran ’10
(Bloomington, Minn.) were married
on May 16.
Jinyan Guan ’08 (Tucson, Ariz.)
was awarded the Microsoft Research
Graduate Women’s Scholarship,
one of the premier awards made to
graduate women in computing. The
award is based on undergraduate
research conducted while at Winona
State. Jinyan is working on her
doctorate in computer science at
the University of Arizona and is
involved in research projects funded
by the Naval Research Laboratory of
the Department of Defense.
Ashley Lynn Morey ’08 (Lewiston,
Minn.) married Ryan Hazeman on
June 27.
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After living together as students, these WSU alums and families get
together each Christmas:
Front Row (L-R): Luke Hellickson, Lauryn Delger, Cade Delger,
Brianne Arendt ‘06 Middle Row: Abbey Hellickson ’01 (holding
daughter Kyla), Michelle Duchateau ’02 (holding son Braden), Kara
Delger ’01, Logan Bitzan, Erika Bitzan ’01 (holding daughter Audra)
Back Row: Matthew Hellickson ’02, Nick Duchateau ’01 (holding
son Colin), Jeremy Delger ’01, Brian Arendt ’00, Brian Bitzan

Keri Hoenk ’09 (Winona) married
Sam Cada on October 17.

accounting and has also served in
the U.S. Army.

Erik Jensen ’09 (Winona) accepted
an audit associate position with
Hawkins, Ash, Baptie & Company,
LLP. Erik earned his bachelor’s in

Teresa Wiebusch ’09 (Lake City,
Minn.) married Jacob Cole Atlanson
on August 15.

We want to hear your news!

Submit class notes,
baby photos, or keep up with your friends and classmates at:
www.alumni.winona.edu.
You can submit your information by email at:
alumni@winona.edu.

Mail your class notes to:

Alumni Office, P.O. Box 5838, Winona, MN 55987

winona.edu
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In Memoriam

In Memoriam

1930s

Irene Helferty ’31 (Boise, Idaho)
passed away on Tuesday, December
1, 2009
Velma (Wall) Mittelstadt ’31
(Janesville, Minn.) passed away on
January 31 at 99 years of age. After
graduating from high school she
attended Blue Earth Normal School
and then Winona State Teachers
College. She taught school in Arco
and Nicollet until she married
Frederick Mittelstadt in 1934. She
moved to Janesville in 1997 to be
near her family.
Harry P. McGrath ’36 (Winona)
passed away on October 18. Born in
Kellogg, Minn., Harry graduated
from Winona State and completed
graduate studies at the University
of Colorado. He served in the
U.S. Navy and taught history in
the Winona schools for more than
three decades. He was known as the
consummate gentleman and for his
quiet wit, twinkling humor, story
telling, and letter writing.

1940s

Merle Rendahl ’42 (Las Vegas,
Nev.), formerly of Winona, died on
September 11 in Las Vegas.

1950s

Gordon Charles Fillinger ’51
(Helena, Mont.) passed away on
November 15. Following service
with the U.S. Army in World War II
where he received the Purple Heart,
Gordon earned his teaching degree
in history at Winona State. He was
employed by the Montana
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State Employment Service in 1956
and continued there until retirement
in 1979. Gordon was an avid duck
hunter and fisherman and member
of the National Rifle Association,
Ducks Unlimited, the Lewis and
Clark Humane Society, Montana
Right to Life and Disabled American
Veterans.
Stewart W. Peterson ’51 (Waseca,
Minn.) passed away on October 19,
2009 at his residence.
Herb Hultgren ’52 (Winona) passed
away on September 22.
John L. Mettille ‘52 (La Crosse,
Wis.) passed away on December
2. After graduating from Winona
State, John dedicated his life to
educating young people. He worked
as a teacher and principal in Kellogg,
Minn. before moving to La Crosse
where he taught art and coached. He
retired at La Crosse Central High
School. His love for art extended into
his pastimes of cooking, gardening,
photography, and collecting western
memorabilia.
Leonard Brace ’58 (Mabel, Minn.)
passed away on February 24. He
taught math at Canton High School
and continued at Mabel-Canton
High School after consolidation
and until his retirement. He also
farmed in rural Mabel. Among
other hobbies, Leonard enjoyed
announcing for football games at
Mabel-Canton.

1960s

Beatrice McDougall ’61 (Eyota,
Minn.) passed away on April 8.

Jerry Maynard Johnson ’64
(Baldwin, Wis.) died peacefully,
November 7. Jerry received degrees
in music at Winona State and later
a master’s in special education at
the University of Wisconsin-La
Crosse. He taught vocal music in the
Arcadia School District and later
gave violin and guitar lessons. He
retired in 2002 from the Menomonie
schools after teaching children with
special needs for 22 years. Jerry had
numerous hobbies that included
collecting and repairing violins, his
favorite instrument. He enjoyed
singing with the Blue Water Four
in college, as well as with numerous
choir and chamber groups and the
Northern Lakes Center for the Arts
Orchestra.

1970s

Dale Helmich ’70 (Winona) passed
away on April 20, 2009.
Grace Simon ’71 (Lewiston, Minn.)
passed away on July 19.
Petra Stearns ’73 (Wabasha, Minn.)
passed away on August 13.
Gary Poulin ’74 (Waseca, Minn.)
passed away on January 11. He
was the first in his family to attend
college and a retired accountant.
Gayle Christenson ’77 (Winona)
died on January 18. The valedictorian
at Mount Prospect High School in
the Chicago area, she graduated first
in her class at Winona State. She
taught Head Start and preschool
before joining the Winona Area
Catholic Schools in 1987, where
she taught kindergarten and first

1980s

Takeo Schneider ’82 (Alma, Wis.)
passed away on January 28.

Jerry Seibert ’82 (Winona), retired
deputy chief of the Winona Police
Department, passed away on January
12.
Merle Johnson ’88 (Peterson,
Minn.) passed away on July 29.

1990s
Karen Wald ’93 (Alma, Wis.) passed
away on January 8 after a courageous
battle with multiple sclerosis.

In Memoriam Faculty, Staff and Friends
Carlis Mae Anderson (Winona) passed away
on January 28. A music educator, she earned her
bachelor’s at the University of South Dakota and
master’s at the University of Colorado, and continued
post-graduate studies at several universities. After
teaching vocal music, she spent 28 years at Winona
State at both the Phelps Laboratory School and in the
Music Department. Memorials may be directed to
the Carlis M. Anderson Music Education Scholarship
through the WSU Foundation.
Everett “Ev” Eiken ’63 (Winona), taught for 31 years
in the Winona State counselor education program,
died on January 5 after a long struggle with cancer.
A native of the Peterson, Minn. area, Ev received
his bachelor’s at Luther College, master’s at Winona
State, and doctorate at Colorado State College.
David W. Essar (Winona),
professor of biology, passed
away on February 3. A WSU
faculty member since 1992, Essar
graduated from Ferris State
University and earned his PhD
in microbiology at the University
of Iowa. In 1998 students
named him Professor of the Year at Winona State.
Please direct memorial gifts to the David W. Essar
Memorial Fund in care of the WSU Foundation.
Henrietta Gerth (Winona)
passed away on December 6 after
a short battle with cancer. A
lifelong Winona resident, she was
a beloved employee of Winona
State for 38 years. “Henri” spent
many years on the Admissions

In Memoriam

and second grade in the Cathedral
School building. She is survived by
husband, Jerome, and their children.

staff and was a familiar and helpful figure for tour
guides and staff members. A scholarship has been
established in honor of Henrietta and gifts may be
directed to the WSU Foundation.
Derek C. Henderson (Grand Rapids, Minn.)
passed away on February 25. Derek was a student at
Winona State majoring in exercise science-cardiac
rehabilitation.
Joan Margaret Kangel
Madland ’66, ’68 (Winona)
died on September 23. She
completed her bachelor’s and
master’s degrees at Winona
State and then taught for 34
years in Wisconsin, Minnesota,
and Pennsylvania. She taught
at all grade levels and was a
Title I teacher and reading specialist. Support the
Joan Kangel Madland Memorial Scholarship online
at www.winona.edu/foundation. Enter “Madland
Memorial Scholarship” in the comments box. Or,
send your gift to the WSU Foundation.
Judy Schlawin ‘64 (Cochrane,
Wis.) passed away following
an automobile accident on
December 24. She taught at
Winona State from 1964 to
1996 and retired as professor
emerita of art. Active in the
arts community, she showed
her works in many area galleries. Since 1991, she
served the WSU Foundation and was an active
trustee. Memorials may be directed in Judy’s name to
the WSU Foundation.
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hen Karen Fawcett ’83
returned to college, she planned
to earn a bachelor of science
degree in nursing. Although
she had a nursing diploma and
was working as a registered
nurse, Fawcett entered Winona State much like any other
freshman and took four years to graduate.
Her experience at Winona State profoundly changed
Fawcett. Nursing is a caring profession and Fawcett had
always been devoted to those she worked with as an RN.
The WSU faculty and her fellow students inspired her to
explore her skills and discover previously hidden strengths.
She learned more about herself and her purpose in life.
“The Nursing Department was a true community,” says
Fawcett. “We were supported and we supported each other.
I grew tremendously and became much more aware of my
leadership skills and how I could apply them in the world.”

Brett Ayers

CURRENT PEOPLE

Karen
Karen Fawcett
Fawcett

engaged with the department that had reshaped her life.
So Fawcett decided to make another return. When asked
to co-chair the scholarship committee for the Light the
Way capital campaign, she saw it as an opportunity to
reconnect with a community she treasured and its new
generation of students.
Because of the impact it had on her life, Fawcett first
focused on leading scholarship initiatives in the College of
Nursing and Health Sciences. She believes the high quality
of the faculty and students that she enjoyed continues but
scholarship support is lagging. Making education accessible
to a diverse range of students is even more critical.
While she has already helped secure a major gift for the
Langston Scholarship for undergraduate nursing majors,
Fawcett is aiming higher. She wants to inspire more alumni
to re-establish their relationships with the Winona State
nursing community, just as she did.

After graduation, Fawcett changed course, volunteering
with community agencies and directing a Winona Area
Public Schools home visit program. She remains widely
admired for her work and service in the community.

“We received tremendous teaching and support when we
were students,” says Fawcett. “Now we have the ability to
give it back.”

As other responsibilities captured more attention, her
connection with Winona State waned. Fawcett and her
husband, O.J., had always supported the Rosemary
Langston Nursing Scholarship, but she wasn’t fully

Support the Langston Scholarship and other scholarships
in nursing and the health sciences by contacting the
WSU Foundation: www.winona.edu/lighttheway or
507.457.5020.
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You can be proud that the Light the Way
capital campaign has reached 85% of its
$10 million goal.
Light the way: Your gift, large or small,
still makes a difference by supporting
student scholarships, creating new
opportunities for health and wellness, and
securing the National Child Protection
Training Center.
View our videos and give online:
www.winona.edu/lighttheway

“My success is rooted in
the education and
inspiration I found
at Winona State.”

